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PROCEEDI NGS
ok ok * %
THURSDAY, JULY 26, 2001
2:35 p.m
ok ok k% *

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR  Okay. If we
can, we would like to get started. And as the
interimchairman of the Apportionment Board, |
would Iike to call this neeting to order. Let
me first say that Governor Huckabee expresses
his regrets for not being able to be here.

Hs wife had sone surgery this week, and he was
going to go get her out of the hospital and
take her hone and all that, so we totally
understand that. But he passes on his regrets
for not being able to be here.

The apportionnent process is a very
interesting one, as you all can imagine. It is
chal l enging, and we try to get as nuch input as
possi ble fromall over the state. And as part
of that, we are going around to 11 cities to
have 11 regional neetings about this draft plan
that you are seeing. Probably the nost

i mportant word you will hear today is "draft".
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This is a draft. The two |arge col or maps
there are the staff's recomendation to
t he nmenbers of the Apportionnent Board on what
they think, at |east, without -- w thout sone
formal and official input fromcommunities
around the state, at least their prelimnary
findings of that when think the districts ought
to | ook |ike.

W say the word "draft", and we are
serious about that. W are certain, we
are confident, that the maps will change
somewhat on the House and Senate. W
don't know exactly how, we really need to
finish these 11 neetings, and get back to
Little Rock and sit down and put our heads
t oget her about, you know, what the -- you know,
what the state ought to | ook Iike.

But this is a very inportant process,
it is one that we take very, very seriously. It
is one that is in the State Constitution. W
are the only state in the union, by the way,
that does it this way. Mst states permt the
| egislature to draw their own districts. |
know that is going to be an interesting

process. But nobst states let the legislature
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draw their own districts, and -- but Arkansas
does not.

And it really makes sense, if you
t hi nk about it, because you have the chief
executive officer in the Governor, the
chief elections officer in the Secretary
of State, and the chief legal officer in
the Attorney General, sitting down and trying
to be fair and be legal. That is a big part of
what you are going to hear today. And Butch
Reeves is going to explain sone of the | ega
criteria that we use in draw ng these
districts.

Like | said, we try to have as nuch i nput
as possible. | need to comend the staff, the
Apportionnment Board staff, they are doing great
work, to try to get as much input as possible.

And there are probably sonme folks in this
room | don't know, who have conme to Little
Rock and sat down actually in the Apportionnment
Board office and actually gotten on the
conput er and | ooked at how t he maps shoul d be
drawn. And if there aren't people here who
actually sat in the room | know there are a

| ot of folks here that we have tal ked to on the
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phone, because | tal ked to sone personally.

But it is a long process, and our goal is
to try to have it finished around Labor Day,
so, you know, we have the nonth of August,
really, | guess, to finish it up. And this is
very inmportant, this part of the process is
very inmportant, it is critical that we get as
much input as we can. W conpletely understand
there will be some suggested revisions today
com ng fromthe audi ence, but that is why we
are here, we are here to listen, we really are.

And what we woul d ask you to do is,
when you cone up to the m crophone -- by
the way, to save tinme, if you want to, after we
finish our opening statenents here, you may
want to kind of line up by the m ke, which wll
save tinme between comments. But we would like
for you to identify yourself for the record.
There is a court reporter here so that we w il
have an official record of the neeting. |If you
can please state your name and where you live,
and if you want to, what you do for a living
or, you know, however you want to identify
yoursel f, but we need sone way to know who was

here, who spoke, as part of the official record
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of the Apportionnent Board.

Now, | have nentioned two or three
times already that we get as nuch input as
possi ble. And one day -- | probably shouldn't
tell this story, but I will go ahead and tel
it. One day | had had probably too rmuch i nput,
if you know what | mean. | had been on the
phone a lot, and | guess | was just kind of
tired of being bonbarded with phone calls on
this, and so, | decided to play a joke on a
state senator

And what | didis, |I called himup, and I
said, "Senator, | have got sonme bad news." He
said, "What is that?" | said, "W have
elimnated your Senate district." He said,
"What do you nean, Mark?" And | said, "Well,"
| said, "your neighbor fromthe east cane in,
and he made his pitch and he made his case, and
so, we gave himhalf your district. And then
your nei ghbor fromthe west canme in, he nmade
his pitch, we gave himthe other half of your
district.”

He said, "Mark, let ne tell you about
those two guys.” He said, "My neighbor to the

east, he is a shyster and his dad before him

PETRE' S STENOGRAPH SERVI CE
(501) 834-2352




© 00 N o o A~ w N P

oo o o0 F F F B F F F F F F
aa A W N P O © 00 N o 0o M W N+, O

was a shyster.” He said, "My neighbor to the
west, he never cones to any of the neetings. |
have got to do all the voting for him He is
just in the Senate to line his own pockets."
And | thought, "Man, this conversation is not

going like I thought it would."

So, | said, "Senator," | said, "Look, | am
just kidding. | amjust pulling your leg." |
said, "W have redrawn your district. | think
it is exactly the way you like it, I think you

will be very, very happy with it." He said,
"Mark," he said, "how could you nake ne say

t hat about two of the dearest friends |I have
ever had in ny life?"

That is kind of how the process is,
because it is enotional, and but, you know
what? That is okay. Because, really, what we
are tal king about is our denobcracy and your
representation in state governnment in Little
Rock, and that is inmportant, and we take that
very seriously.

So, | would like to turn it over to Sharon
and then we will turn it over to Butch.

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST: Thank

you, Mark. | just want to let you know how
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pleased | amto see so many peopl e here,
because this truly is denocracy in action. It
is an opportunity for you to have input into
how you will be represented for the next, not
two years, not four years, but ten years. And
that is inportant, because | want you to | ook
at these plans that would be worked for you in
t he best interest of your comunity. And |
t hi nk, when you keep this mnd that it is a
ten-year plan, you m ght have a different
outl ook on it.

| also think -- you know, | amthe
chief elections official for the state, and
el ections are the core of our denocracy. This
starts that process, because it is your -- it
is the way you are represented. So, | feel very
strongly about that.

| think the other thing probably
that 1| would like for you to know is that the
three of us who serve on the Board of
Apportionnment are elected officials. It
is goal to nake as many peopl e happy as we can.
We are not out to make you mad, we want you to
be happy. And this -- as Mark said, this is a

draft plan. The lines are not carved in stone,
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they are subject to change, and we all would
have been shocked if everybody was perfectly
happy with that.

Wil e we have travel ed around the
state at other hearings, we have had sone very
good suggestions. W don't believe that we
have a nonopoly on all of the good ideas. W
have had a wonderful staff, the three of us,
who have worked very hard and who have worked
wel |l together. But it is subject to change.
So, please feel free, if you have ideas, we
will look at them we will run the nunbers, we
wi Il see what can be done and what can't be
done, and we will be happy to discuss the where
and why of what can and can't be done with you.

So, please know we truly open to your
suggestions. W want to hear fromyou, and we
| ook forward to your comrents. Thank you.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Thank
you, Sharon. One nore -- or just two nore
observations. One thing is, we |love to have --
as Apportionnent Board nenbers and staff, we
| ove to have sone sort of |ocal consensus on
these districts. Now, it is not possible every

tinme, we understand that, it is not. But as
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best as possible, when, as comments are shared
today, you know, it may not be a bad idea for,
as the neeting gets over, that you grab sone
fol ks with an opposing viewpoint and sit down
and see if you all can work sonething out anong
your sel ves and maybe have sone revisions that
you can send to Little Rock or send a

del egation to Little Rock, and conme sit down at
the conputers and, you know, try to help us get

sonet hing that everybody is somewhat happy

with.

The second observation -- well, the second
observation out of three, I want to add one
nore. The second observation is, it is -- it

gets nore and nore difficult to draw these
i nes when you are in -- near a border of the
state, because you just don't have as much
flexibility. You have got Louisiana to the
south, and we just can't go south from Union
County or, you know, these counties down here.
You just -- so you have to.

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST: You can
go down there to Loui siana.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: W have

to keep it all here and change it here.
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So, anytime you get next to a boundary,
sonetines it gets hard to adjust, because there
is not as rmuch popul ation, so to speak, to play
with, | hate to use that word, but not as nuch
to work with.
And third observation, | think Butch

is going to go in nore detail here, is the
state's popul ati on grew about 13.7 percent. And
some counties in South Arkansas and

East Arkansas literally | ost population, while
ot hers stayed about the sanme or just had snal
growh. But if you stayed about the sane in
popul ation, then, in effect, you, relatively
speaki ng, lost 13.7 percent.

And that is not always easy to adjust to.

And what you are seeing, as a general rule,
and you can tell by these colored maps with the
old maps under it, the presently existing
districts under the two maps, is you will see
that, as a general rule, not true in every
singl e instance, but as a general rule, when
you are in the south and eastern part of
Arkansas, you see the districts getting |arger
geographically. They have to get larger to grab

t he popul ation they need.
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And in Central Arkansas and in kind
of north and west, what you see is the
districts getting smaller as conpared to
ten years ago. It is just the way the
popul ation has shifted in the state. Again,
that is not true in every community, every
county, but as a general principle, that is
true.

What we would like to do is turn it
over to Butch. Butch is -- Butch Reeves given
is the Governor's |egal counsel, and he is not
doing this just because the Governor is not
here today, but he doing this because he al ways
sort of MCes this part of the program He is
goi ng to have sone comments about sonme of the
| egalities. But then the way process will work
is, we will et Butch talk for a few m nutes
and explain some nore things in nore detail.
And then, what he is going to do is open
the floor for comments.

And so, again, we are going to use
t hat m crophone there, and just as a rem nder,
if you would please identify yourself for the
court reporter, we would appreciate it. Butch?

MR. OLAN REEVES: Thanks, Mark.
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This process really started last fall. Larry
Crane from Mark Pryor's office, Tim Hunphries
from Sharon Priest's office, and G eg
Kirkpatrick fromthe Governor's office, who is
here, and Ron Maxwell, we went around the state
to 13 cities, we got conmments in advance of how
t hese people wanted their districts to | ook or
not | ook. W didn't have any census nunbers at
the tinme.

We got the census nunbers in March
we plugged themin the conputer, and we
have been working since about the third week of
April, nearly every day, even sone weekends to
the get the maps you have seen. W started in
Texar kana and went to West Menphis, we started
in Lake Village and went to Fayetteville, we
started in the mddle and went out, and we
started out and came in on the Senate and the
House side. W have had conputer crashes, you
nanme it, we have had it.

And we cone to the process we are here
today. This is just a draft suggestion to the
Board. The Board has not voted on any of this.

They will vote later, sonetinme in August after

we have had all the hearings, heard all the
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comments, suggested changes will be nade, based
as the Board directs us to do.

In doing this process, there are several
t hings we have to | ook at, the United States
Constitution and the Arkansas Constitution. The
United States Constitution says as close as you
can one person, one vote. To make that happen,
each House district should have 26, 734 peopl e
or as close to that as possible. There is a
devi ati on you can have above and bel ow t hat.
On the Senate side, it should have 76,383 or as
close to that as possible. It is not always
possi ble to make every district those nunbers.
That has been the difficult part, honestly,
nore than anything else, is to get the nunbers
in the districts and make them as even across
the state as we coul d.

The Arkansas Constitution sinply requires
that the Board's decision not be arbitrary.
That nmeans they have to have guidelines. And
t hese are the guidelines that we generally
foll owed as announced by the U. S. Suprene Court
in voting rights cases. Geographically,
conpact ness, how conpact can you meke a

district? Wen you have six counties in this
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bottom part of the state that |ost popul ation
or stayed the sanme, those districts have to get
bi gger | and-wi se, there is no other way to do
it. It would Iike to be nore conpact, but it
can't be. And that was the biggest thing

we fought in the southern part of the state.
This was probably one of the nost difficult
ones because of the | oss of population. You
have to get bigger

Contiguity, do they touch, very
rel evant in Canden and Magnolia on the House
side to nmake sure that those districts touch
The other one is preservation of political
subdi vi sions such as cities and counti es,
if possible. It isn't always possible, but we
tried, where we could, to keep cities whol e,
even small cities and sone big cities, if it
was possi bl e.

The ot her considerations | call political
and legal. And they are preservation of
communities of interest. Do the people in this
town have anything in common with the people in
this towmm? Do the people in this part of the
county have anything in comon with the people

in this part of the county? 1In a rural county
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where you have one big city and several little
towns, that is alittle nore difficult to say,
"W have sonething in El Dorado in comon with
Three Creeks or Norphlet or Calion,” or, you
know, wherever. That is alittle nore
difficult, because you have got to get those
places in a district sonewhere.

The other thing is preservation of
cores of the existing districts, which takes
into account the current incunmbent. Now,
we didn't draw districts for incunbents, sone
of themcan tell you that. They nmade a pitch
to us daily. W did take that into account,
because that is the core of an existing
district. But if a county |ost population, it
isn't always easy to take that into account.
So, it does count, but it is nmuch nore
difficult.

And the last thing is, conpliance
with Section Two of the Voting Rights Act. That
is sonething that the Suprene Court says
we have to take into in draw ng these
districts, and so, we did. W have been to --
several of us have been to civic clubs around

the state, we have been to neetings, we have
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everywhere. People have been to us, we have
been to them since April. And so, we have
cone to the place we are today. That is why we
are here, we need to know what you think about
the current districts.

| f you do represent a group, like the
Chanbers of Commerce in Union County, or
you represent the Farm Bureau nenbers in
Cal houn County or whatever, state that, because
that is inportant for the Board to know. If
you are a citizen and have a comment, say that,
too. It is very inportant for us to know who
you are and what your conments are.

So, if you want to line up right here and
get ready to conme on, don't be bashful. | fee
i ke Barker saying, "Cone on down." But if you
want to cone on, and go ahead and line up, it
will save us a lot of tine. Go ahead.

MR. CHRI'S CLAYBAKER: Are we ready?

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: W are
ready.

MR. CHRI'S CLAYBAKER: M nane is
Chris O aybaker, I ammayor of the Cty
of . Canden, and | believe I am speaking

on behalf of quite a few of the el ected
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officials in Quachita County, as well as quite
a few citizens that have called ne and asked ne
to drop everything I was doing this afternoon
to come to speak to you all

First of all, let ne tell you a little bit
about the House draft. W are not conpletely
happy about it, but then, when you are |o0sing
t he kind of popul ation that we have, who can be
happy about everything? W are satisfied with
t he House seats, for the nost part, the way
t hey stand right now W woul d be concerned,
we woul d be extrenely concerned with any
further dilution of Quachita County's
voting ability in the House seats any further
t han what you have done al ready.

However, in the Senate, the way you
have got the Senate district set up, we
are extrenely concerned, we are very
unhappy wth the major change that you
have made for Canden and Quachita County.
Quachita County has had about a 30-year
tradition of being connected with Col unbi a
County. W have shared the Senate seat
for alnost 30 years -- about 30 years now.

And what that has done is, it has created
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a very big tradition, a spirit of cooperation.
And now, you have taken the nmajor population
shift in Quachita County and you have brought
it over to Union County. Now, do we have a
problemw th Union County? No. As elected
officials, we get along with each other very
well. But the tradition in Union County has
been sol e representation. They have had their
own senator for over 30 years.

The people in Union County and E
Dorado are used to having a senator that does
exactly what is best for Union County and E
Dorado. For the past 30 years, in Colunbia
County and Quachita County, we have had a
tradition of cooperation, one of regionalism
In fact, out of the last five senators that
have been el ected, three of them have been
el ected outside of Quachita County.

To nme, what this illustrates is that we
can and easily do depend on representation
out si de of our county's borders. One of
the things that has hel ped make it so that we
have the kind of good representation that we
have has been the nunbers that have been in

Quachita County that has been representative in
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the district. W have enough of a popul ation
in the district to demand the kind of
representation that we would |ike.

The way you have diluted us in the Senate
seat with this plan does not provide us with
enough popul ati on to demand anything. Wat we
woul d request is that you find sone way to put
us back in our traditional Senate seat. W
don't have the tinme to forge another 30 years
to create a tradition of voting with Union
County. As nmuch popul ati on as we have | ost, as
many jobs as we have lost in Quachita County,
we need the tradition that we have already
forged. Thank you.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR: Chri s,
| et me ask one question before you sit down.
What is the -- under the new census, what
is the population of the Gty of Canden?

MR. CHRI' S CLAYBAKER 13, 146.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR  Gkay. Thank
you.

MR. CHRI'S CLAYBAKER: W have got quite a
few from Quachita County across the front here.

| think, if they are willing to stand if they

agree with what | said, you know, that m ght be
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some way to show you that we have a good
consensus.

MR. M KE HESTERLY: W agree with exactly
what he sai d.

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN: Wl |, do you want
to stand?

MR. CHRI S CLAYBAKER: Quachita County,
if you agree with ne, do you mnd standi ng and
showi ng your support?

AUDI ENCE: (I ndicating.)

MR. CHRI'S CLAYBAKER: There is Quachita
County back there, and this is pretty nuch our
conti ngency here.

MR. M KE HESTERLY: O course, we
woul d have had nore if we would have had it in
Canden, and, you know, not at 2:00 o'clock in
t he eveni ng.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: W
understand. Thank you.

MR. CHRI S CLAYBAKER:. Thank you all.

MR. GLENN GLOVER  Good afternoon. My nane
is Genn Aover, and | don't want to reiterate
on what M. C aybaker just nentioned. | am
from Union County, | live at 6901 Moro Bay
H ghway. And | believe in keeping Union County
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intact. Now, what | am going to speak on today
is not particularly against the Senate
proposal, but | want to speak on the House
draft.

And what | propose we should do, if
you | ook at the southeastern portion of Union
County, | would like to bring that back into
District Seven, because it is a comunity of
interest. It shares interest and common
t hreads of social, economc, and political
interest with the rest of Union County. You
know, we have the county seat, the courthouse
and all.

| speak nore or less on the mnority
i ssue, because that southeastern portion
of Union County does contain, to ne, a
hi gh degree of mnority voters in that
area. |If you will look at the mnority voters
of Strong and Huttig, | feel like they have
been di senfranchi sed due to the | ast
reapportionnment that we had in 1991. It
appears to nme that in 1991, this area cracked
or fractured away fromthe rest of Union
County, particularly, you know, District Seven.

These communities are politically
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cohesive, they are intact, you know. You know,
we have got a | arge degree of black population
in that area, it is cohesive, to ny
understanding. It also appears to ne that

t hese areas were packed into District 76. |
think that is going to be the new proposal of
being District Eight. And that was done in
1991.

This district is represented by State
Representative Joyce Dees, and | don't have a
problemw th the job she has been doing. |
think she | ast been doing an effective job with
that particular area. But | just feel Iike we
need to get that part of Union County back into
District Seven.

Also, | feel like we should | ose the
northeastern part of Quachita as District
Eight. |If you look at District Seven, we would
like to take that and put it back into District
Eight. | think that would be best for that
particular area, if we were to pick up the
sout heastern part of Union County.

And also, | knowthis is going to probably
strike a sour note with sone people from El

Dorado and surroundi ng areas, but | feel Ilike
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we coul d go ahead and maybe | ose country box
nunber three and |l et them go ahead, as that map
proposes, the new nmap we have, of going back to
District Four. Now, they area a conmunity of
interest with Union County.

| think representative Mark Smith
had a neeting in Parkers Chapel this past
Tuesday, and they were a few fol ks that
expressed an interest in remaining in District
Seven, but | believe they proposed to maybe
wanting to nove to District Six. | feel |ike
if they were allowed to nove into District Six,
that would dilute the black voting strength
in District Six, and that woul d probably
violate the Voting Ri ght Act.

Like | say, we have a pretty good
percentage of black voters in El Dorado. The
nunbers are not great, but if you were to allow
country box three to cone back into that area,
it is going to dilute the black votes, and we
don't need that for this particular area is.

Now, we could let District Six grow,
| believe, to nore of a northeasterly
direction, fromwhat you are projecting here.

If you could let it grow out toward the
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nort heast, that would probably allow for the
popul ation rate, you know, the rational e of

sayi ng, "You have got to have so many people in
a certain area." And District Seven woul d take
in nore of the southern and western part of

Uni on County, which is District Nunber Four,

to make up the difference.

We don't want to |ose Junction Gty
and Three Creeks, | wi sh we could probably keep
themin District Seven, the way you proposed
the new map, it is not that one, but | believe
is this map here, if you all are not famliar
withit. (Indicating.) This map is what we
nore or less agree with. And if you all haven't
| ooked, you know, at the map.

As far as the Senate district, | don't
have a comment on that. But as far as the
House district, this is what we support. Now, |
have a certain anount of people in the
audi ence, if you all would Iike to stand, that
nore or less feel that this is the map we agree
with. If you all wll go ahead and stand,
because this is sonething that would help the
mnority in the area.

AUDI ENCE: (I ndicating.)

PETRE' S STENOGRAPH SERVI CE
(501) 834-2352




© 00 N o o A~ w N P

oo o o0 F F F B F F F F F F
aa A W N P O © 00 N o 0o M W N+, O

26

MR. GLENN GLOVER. And | thank you for
your tine.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR  Thank you

MR. GENE SUMMERS: Good afternoon. My nane
is Gene Summers, and | am here representing the
Cty of Junction Cty, also the Junction Gty
Devel opnent Corporation, which is a 501-S
corporation. Wuwen | first got here and saw the
suggested change, | was real happy, because |
t hought maybe Junction Cty was included, but
Congressman Smith quickly pointed out to ne
that those two little boxes represent Junction
City and the Junction City country box.

| wll make this short and sweet. W have
a kinship with the people in EIl Dorado and
Uni on County. We work closely with the county
judge's office, we work closely wth everyone.

Qur people shop in EIl Dorado, and do all their

business in Union County. And | would like to
just read to you a resolution which the
City Council passed July 19th in a
speci al session. It is a short one.

"Be it resolved by the City of
Junction Cty, Arkansas in a special

session, that the Gty of Junction Gty
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respectfully requests that its boundaries be
i ncl uded within Union County's congressional
jurisdiction. Historically, we have al ways
been gui ded by a congressional representative
[iving in our county, and woul d hope that the

conm ttee nmenbers of the Board of Apportionnment

woul d act favorably on this request.” Signed
and approved on the 19th day of July. | have
faxed this to each of you, | did that |ast

week. Thank you for the opportunity of letting
me speak here.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR  Thank you
Bef ore the next speaker, Larry, do you know the
nunbers on those two precincts down there, the
Junction Cty and the rural Junction Cty?

MR. OLAN REEVES: It |ooks like 679
for Junction and 100 and --

MR. LARRY CRANE: 679 and 100 and sone
odd.

MR. OLAN REEVES: 100 and sonething for
t he Junction country.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR:  So, you
coul d say 850 or so.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Yes.

MR. LARRY CRANE: 875 or sonething.
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MR. OLAN REEVES:. Ckay.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR  Ckay. Thank
you. | amsorry. Go ahead.

MR. M KE KINARD: All right. Thank
you very much. Madam Secretary Pri est
and Ceneral Pryor, Governor Reeves, |
appreci ate the opportunity of being here.
| don't know how many of you ever deal with the
Governor's office, but if you did, you
understand what | just said. Butch and | have
been friends, and I know what a great job he
has done in | ot of areas other than even what
they are doing now, all of them and with the
staff that they have had working on this
and the conmmuni cati on our county has been able
to have with the staff, we know the kind of
wor k you have done.

| cone here today as a person who
has received the vote fromevery county in both
t he House and Senate district that you have put
together. And | have been real fortunate to
have done so. And | feel that | know how
sincere each of the counties and their
representatives here are to trying to see that

the future next ten years, has sone kind of
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stability within their framework of
representati on.

We have | ooked at the possibility
of, instead of doing all that we are
doi ng here, Colunbia County at one tine
t hought, perhaps we could just increase
t he nunber of House nenbers in the House
of Representatives by about 200, and that
we could still get back to that one county
representative for a small county |ike Col unbia
County. But | think that was going to be
vetoed by the Governor, if nobody el se.

There are 17 of us here today from
Col unmbi a County, all isolationists, and
two nenbers of the press who don't have
an opinion. So, with that particular mnd set,
we have been trying to | ook to see how can we
vote being isolationists, and al so a part of
t he Sout hwest Arkansas Community. And we have
said that we think we can best be that if we
can |imt the nunber of House nenbers that are
the representatives fromour county fromthe
nunber that we previously had, which, as
you know, was rather confusing follow ng

the | ast opportunity that we had to do a --
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have an opportunity to redistrict.

| fell asleep at the wheel and sone of the
rest did, too, and we all owed ourselves to get
in a situation where Col unbia County didn't
have one representative that | ooked to us for
its vote. And that is not fair, either. So,
we asked for help, and I think | amhere with a
consensus from Col unbi a County, maybe that is
not true, and we will find out, but to say that
we are happy with the districts that you have
presented to us, except for some mnor things
t hat we believe can be worked out to assist the
El ecti on Comm ssion, the county clerks in
conducting elections. And those are sone
precincts divisions, which I think probably can
be wor ked out.

You know, we are prepared that if
you can't cone to us and do a precinct
di vi si on, maybe our El ection Conm ssion in
Col unmbi a County can cone to you and work
out sonething that could keep the county clerks
from having the problens that | can foresee.
But the Senate district that you have outlined
carries us from Colunbia County to O ark

County, where we are now, with our friends in
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Quachita County, who have been part of our
Senate district for a long, long time, and then
Dal | as County, who has al so been a part of the
13th Judicial District, which was a part of the
geographical area that was representative

of Col unmbi a County.

And our feeling is this, is that we
certainly think you have done a good job in our
behal f for us. W hope that the counties
adj acent to us can feel the same way. Parity
is inportant. And | think it is very inportant
for this comm ssion to understand that we have
had a state senator elected fromevery county
inthis district that you have here, and a
prosecuting attorney, one elected three terns
in arow, fromDallas County, who represented
Quachita and Col unbia County. So, we have had
a cohesive area of the state, and | think that
we are in total agreement that that is an
acceptabl e senatorial district.

As to the House district, the nunber
of representatives has been reduced to two. And
we are always sorry to | ose certain individuals
when we see a redistricting, but our | ocal

newspaper nmade a point that | think should be
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referred to all over the state. This is not an
i ssue of people, this is not an issue of
representatives. This is an issue of |ocation.

And if the voters are located in such
a way that they have an opportunity to select,
then the people issue will solve itself,
because you will have candi dates who can run
and candi dates who can achi eve the vote count
that they would like to achieve, if they do the
work that is needed. So, with the exception,
again, of the tweaking around to help us with
sonme of our precinct |ines and boundaries, and
we feel like that can be worked with the staff,
and we have been invited to do that, that we
wi |l be okay.

Again, | want to thank you. | would like
for you the people from Col unbia County to
stand, and | have got one standing right here
behind ne who is going to speak next. So,
counting Doctor Herrington, who else here is
from Col unbi a County?

AUDI ENCE: (I ndicating.)

MR MKE KINARD: And if there is any
strong dissent, | amsure you wll hear

fromthem because they are not reticent in a
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situation like this. | can tell you this.

When this whol e project started, we were

rem nded of the old Jerry Clowers story where
he said, "Just shoot up here anongst us, we
need sone relief.” W have been there ten
years, and we think it is sonebody else's tine.

Now, with what you have drawn, | am
rem nded of the honeynoon sal ad, "Lettuce
al one.” Thank you very nuch.

MR, JACK HERRI NGTON: | don't know whet her
| ought to follow that or now But M. Butch
Secretary Priest, General Pryor, it is a
privilege for nme to be here today. | am Jack
Herrington, president of the Col unbia County
Farm Bureau, | live in Magnolia, Arkansas.

Col unmbi a County currently has sone 2,800 farm
famly nmenbers. That translates into about the
7,200 persons, or about 35 percent of our
county's 26,000 plus popul ation, according to

t he | ast census, for exanple.

As it has already been nentioned,
and as you know, for the past ten years,

Col unmbi a County has been without majority
representation in either the House or the

Senate in the State of Arkansas. As all of you
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know, we have been divided into
three senatorial and four representative
districts, none of which Col unmbia County have
majority vote in that particular district.

| mght point out also that in the current
senatorial district, as well as the proposed
district, that we are the only district in the
state, as far as | know, that has two four-year
institutions in the same district served by the
one senator. But | mght also add, Secretary
Priest and General Pryor, that we have been
fortunate in the last two senators we have had
that were el ected outside of Colunbia County,
t hey have been very favorable to us, and
ever yt hi ng.

The nedi a published sone goal s that
they said should be foll owed when we were
redrawi ng | egislative districts, and this was
in the Arkansas Gazette-Denocrat on 7-17-01
Nunber one, "Make popul ation of district as
equal possible.” W hope this has been done.
We have not seen any figures our way, but |
think the draft figures that we got today wll
pretty well take care of that, for exanple.

Secondly, "Maintain communities of
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interest."” Look at the map. Sonetines
this has not, especially when you split
our precincts, our wards, and things of
this nature here. And | will nention that in
just a nonent. "Protect incunbents." And I
wonder why, because termlimts will take care
of this, nost of themin two to four years.
But two of our people in this area, one of the
representatives, Mark Smth and the other one,
John Low ey, they were not protected, you know,
for exanple. So, that may be a noot point.

But | mght also add take those two
gentl emen have been very hel pful to Col unbi a
County. Mark has part of Colunbia County --
had part of Colunbia County |ast year.
John Lowey did not. But every tine, Mrk,
when | called on John Low ey, he responded, for
exanpl e, and we appreciate that.

Nunber four, "Keep each district
shape reasonable.” | have been told by
our clerk's office that the district lines in
Col unbi a County do not follow ward or precinct
lines. And Senator Kinard nentioned that, if
we work on that, and if you would give us

consideration with that, | think we can |live
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with that, also

Col unbia County is fairly well off
with the proposed senatorial redistricting
lines. Sir, if you could put the senatorial
district up there, for exanple? You had it
before. But we start out in Colunbia County
and go over the fence in Nevada County, part of
it, and Quachita County and C ark County and
Dal | as County. W associate very closely with
the people in FarmBureau in this particul ar
area, because we are in the sanme district, for
exanpl e, and we have sone comon i nterest
there, when it cones to sone |legislation, for
exanple, that results in a need for us to
address the agricultural interest there. So,
we are okay with that one, we can live with
that. And we are al so pleased with our current
senator there as well as.

And | ast, but not |east, Colunbia
County has the population to justify a
representative district of its owmn. And
| realize that may not be possible, due
to guidelines as Butch had nentioned a
whi | e ago, but he said sonething about 26, 000

pl us people needs to be in the representative
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district. But if you |look at that, now, you
have kind of got us split up in north in the
blue and the mddle of the blue, with alittle
corridor down through there.

Again, | think we are asking the
Apportionnment Board if they will kindly allow
us to clear up sone of those outlying areas to
forma precinct and ward |ine, then, hey, we
could live wwth that, also. And we just sinply
ask that, hey, give us a mgjority
representation, at |east one House of
Representatives for the next years, and we
appreci ate that.

Agai n, thank you for your tine, and
appreci ate you com ng down. Thank you.

MR, ROBERT WHI TE: Thank you,

Secretary Priest, M. Reeves, Attorney General
Pryor, for comi ng here today. Sorry you are not
in Canden, but you are close enough. So, we
are here. | amnot so sure how many people |
can ask to stand, so | am Robert Wite, and |
represent nyself as a state representative.

do have a couple of m nor concerns, and | guess
at the end, | will ask all of the peoples that

| represent to stand, too, so nmaybe that wll
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have sone input on what you all think about
what | says here.

| f they know what district they are in and
live in and who they should stand up for,
because we know that has been a concern in the
past, | think you all have addressed that,
properly, though, especially in Colunbia
County. And | think that was based upon the
fact that in the past, for ten years, they was
divided up quite a bit. But I think now we are
basically down to two representatives, and they
are basically evenly divided, and I am happy
with that, and as long as the individuals from
Col unmbi a County is happy with that, that works
wel | .

Also, | think as far as District 37, which
is Five proposal now, in Quachita County, we
are all right with that, too. That is not a
maj or concern. But in Nevada County, there is
alittle bit of a concern, if we are able to
presently put two cities that is very nuch in
connection and kinship, contiguous, or ever
what you want -- the words you want to use, and
that woul d be Rosston and WIllisville noving up

fromWwal do. And that woul d al nobst be a natural
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fit, not only locationally, but geographically,
and al so as far as the make-up in the
communities. So, if we could do that, that
woul d be very hel pful

Besides that, | am happy with District 37,
proposal draft District Five. Now, there are a
concern with District 38 presently, and
proposed District Seven. | would encourage you,
t he sane as the Honorabl e Mayor Chris C aybaker
said, is to keep that intact. And | think it
is extrenely inportant that we keep that
intact, because any ot her changes are going to
put us in the sane situation that Col unbia
County was in, not -- | think even possibly
wor se. Because at |east, as nuch as -- |
understand the division process, but at |east
t hey had peoples representing them W can be
up to the point where there won't be but one
representative majority, period, if we tinker
too nmuch with proposed District Seven, which is
presently District 38.

So, what | woul d encourage you to do
is leave that as the state has proposed
it, and not change that at all. | think it is

i mportant that CQuachita County, at |east,
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retains the slight majority nunbers that they
presently has proposed, where any ot her
tinkering with that probably is going to change
the nunbers greatly, whereas like | think it is
53 percent now, and 47. Any tinkering that
woul d nmake a maj or change, or to affect any

ot her county, would probably offset that to the
poi nt where it would not be beneficial to
Quachita County, what soever.

And the Senate seat, | whol eheartedly
support the concept of what the mayor said. W
have been in a kinship, a working relationship
wi th Col unbia County for years. Nothing against
Uni on County, and | can tell you that
definitely, because I amfrom Union County. |
see a lot of ny friends in here, relatives, so,
you can rest assured | am not going to say
anyt hi ng negative about Union County.

But | think it would be very helpful if we
was able to nove Canden back into the -- the
city part of it. Now, it takes in like
Chi dester and Stephens, but if we could nove
the city intoit, |I think it would be well
worth the effort. Thank you.

MR JI MW JEFFRESS: | am Jinmmy Jeffress
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fromCrossett, | amcurrently the state senator

in Ashl ey, Bradley, Chicot, and Bradl ey

Counties, which is current Senate District One.
But | am going to be speaking as an

i ndividual, not as a state senator this

afternoon on nost of what | have to say.

But first of all, I want to recogni ze that
the media is here today. And | amso glad to
know that none of this is political. Not a bit
of it is political. But, anyway, | just wanted
to make that statement. | was in Boise, |daho
about three weeks ago, and | picked up the
Boi se paper one norning and they were
undergoi ng their congressional redistricting in
State of Idaho. They have two congressional
districts in the entire state. The state
popul ation -- | nean, and the square mles is
roughly twi ce the size of Arkansas, but they
have two congressional districts.

And they were -- their Gty Council, their
econom ¢ devel opnent groups, all of them had
conme together and decided they wanted to they
want to divide Boise right down the center, one
congressional district on this side of town and

one on the other. Because they |iked having

PETRE' S STENOGRAPH SERVI CE
(501) 834-2352




© 00 N o o A~ w N P

oo o o0 F F F B F F F F F F
aa A W N P O © 00 N o 0o M W N+, O

42

nore people representing them Now, | don't
where we get the idea in South Arkansas that
the nore representatives we have, the worse

off we are. But that seens to be the idea in a
| ot of places.

You know, ny brother, Cene Jeffress,
Representative Jeffress fromthe current
District 38, has represented Quachita and
Col unbi a Counties, this is his second
term And | think he has probably spent nore
hours in Colunmbia County over the |ast
three years than he has spent in his own
bedroom And | know in nmy Senate district, ny
wi fe accuses ne of having an apartnent
in Warren and Monticell o, because | stay there
nore than | stay at hone.

So, | don't think that anybody who
is worth a grain of salt that ever gets el ected
to a public office gives any less attention to
people in outlying areas than they do their own
honmetown. | know that | -- | admt that
everybody, | represent them and | try to do
what is good for them

And | notice that in -- today, there is a

draft com ng out of Union County, perhaps, that
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noves a lot of -- nore territory into the
district that Gene represents, and in doing so,
you know, he woul d be happy, he is going to
represent the people that he serves, no matter
what. | think Magnolia would tell you that,

t hat SAU got nore noney in general inprovenent
funds the last two sessions under himthan they
have every -- than they had ever gotten

and received before. So, CGene is going

to represent Union County and Quachita County,
and whoever with great respect.

| just wanted to nake one conmment
about the proposed Senate district here in this
area. There has been sone nention about Canden
bei ng placed -- being taken out of this E
Dor ado, Cal houn County district and noved over
into Senator Malone's district. And that would
be all right with ne, just as long as the fol ks
don't jag over into Bradley and Ashl ey
Counti es, you know.

But, you know, early on in this process, |
made an overture that | would |ike to have had
the eastern half of Union County added into the
Senate district that | had. And Union County

didn't want me over there. So, | would still
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woul d i ke to have them because they are

m ghty fine people. And, you know, if you want
to do that, that is fine, but I don't suppose
you woul d.

The only real thing that | really want to
you ask you to consider, ny district over in
Sout heast Arkansas is nunber one, and | don't
know how you came up with this nunbering
configuration, because it is one two, four,
six, eight, and they all nove around
everywhere, there is no contiguousness with the
nunbering. | would like for you to consider
when you -- before this is all final to get
over in one corner and go one, two, three, up
and around, instead of junping around harem
scarem | don't know how that happened, and I
woul d I'ike to continue to be nunber one, if at
al |l possible.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Larry?
(I'ndicating.)

MR. LARRY CRANE: It takes all one day to
change those nunbers. It is a huge job, and we
are not saying we won't do it, but sonebody is
going to have to talk real sweet.

MR. JI MW JEFFRESS: Okay. Could you tell
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me how you arrived at the junping around
figures?

MR. LARRY CRANE: The machi ne
automatically -- the conputer is set up
so that it automatically starts assigning
nunbers, and once you go into one district and
start assigning there, you can't change. And as
you go through, it just happens.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: W
deci ded we woul d just leave it like that.

MR JI MW JEFFRESS: Well, that is not
areally inportant issue here. | nean, | like
my districts currently -- the way you have got
it currently drawn. And if you don't want to
nove me over into Union County, |leave it |ike
it is and we will be happy over there. The
Ashl ey County El ection Conmm ssion chairman is
here today, and he would agree with ne, |
think, that the people in our area are very
pl eased with our Senate and House districts
over
t here.

MR. LARRY CRANE: Well, now, you can nove,
if you want to be in One.

MR JIMW JEFFRESS: | don't want to go to

PETRE' S STENOGRAPH SERVI CE
(501) 834-2352




© 00 N o o A~ w N P

oo o o0 F F F B F F F F F F
aa A W N P O © 00 N o 0o M W N+, O

46

Boone County. Unless it is cooler.

MR. LARRY CRANE: Just ki ddi ng.

MR, JI MW JEFFRESS: Thank you.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Thank
you.

M5. PATTY CLARY: H. M nane is
Patty Clary, and | am here to represent
t he El ection Conm ssion in Colunbia county. |
amthe secretary/treasurer of the
El ection Conmi ssion. And nmy main concern is,
in Colunbia County, and I went by the
courthouse the other day and had the girls pul
out for nme voter, county by precinct splits,
and we have a 114 different splits. Now, this
i nt akes School Board and everything.

But you have not lived until you have been
in Colunbia County putting an el ection
together. It is very, very tough, and | |ove
my county, and the Republican chairman, Kitty
Jean and nysel f, we put aside all of our
differences politically and we work very, very
hard to nmake sure that we have a safe and a
fair election. And we work many, many hours
and very, very hard.

And the reason why | do that is
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sinmply because | love it, just like Kitty,

| love what | do, | love putting el ections
together. And one other thing that |

| oved nore than anything was to have sone
representation from Col unbia County. | have no
conplaints fromthe representati ves we have
had, mne is Gene Jeffress and he has been a
good one. But if | renenber correctly, ten
years ago, we did have representation right
there from Magnolia, and the way the lines were
drawn, he said he couldn't wn.

In the past ten years, we have had
a couple of people | know of that have tried to
becone representatives, and they couldn't wn
because of the way the |lines were drawn. So,
pl ead for the help that we have representation
from Col unmbia County. And that the way our
lines are drawn, that they can be so that we
can put an el ection together and feel very good
about it.

This past election, | amhere to tell you
that | was scared to death, literally scared to
death that sonething was going to go w ong,
until | found out about Florida, | feel pretty

good about Canden. But those of you that are
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from Col unbi a County, especially those in the
court house and those that were on the
bal | ot and even those who were in the nmedia who
saw us sweet over this election, they know how
hard we try.

And | amhere to tell you, when
M ke Kinard tal ked about the Election
Comm ssion trying to get sonething done, we are
going to do that, because Kitty Jean, who is,
like | said, the Republican chairman, she feels
as deeply as | do about this. And | thank you
so much for your tine.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  Patty, thank
you.

M5. PATTY CLARY: Thank you.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR:  Patty,
and anything we can do to help in that regard,
we would like to. And | think Mke nmentioned
it a few m nutes ago.

M5. PATTY CLARY: Ckay.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: W
would like to try to help, | have talked to the
mayor .

MR. RANDY EVERS: | am Randy Evers, and |

was scared to death. | am Randy Evers, and
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am representing the Parkers Chapel Conmunity.

| am president of Evers & Watley Electric
Conmpany. And our conmunity, we are not

i ncorporated or anything, we are just a
comunity in Union County. W are an unusua
community in that we aren't incorporated. But
at the sane time, | believe that we probably
have nore population in our little comunity
than towns in Union County, |ike Norphlet and
Mount Holly and Junction Gty and Strong and
Huttig and all of those. W are called county
box -- country box three, and we have about
2,700 population in our little country box out
there and quite a few voters.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR Do you have
your own school district, by the way?

MR. RANDY EVERS: We do have our own
school district. |In fact, that is really what
our community is built around, Parkers Chapel
School .

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  Ckay.

MR. RANDY EVERS: And we are real
cooperative people. W are real pleased with
what you all have done. The latest -- these

things really aren't identifiable, but the
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| atest one that | have seen, the draft, the
House draft, is this one, Union County
suggested change for the House. And | suppose
that this is the | atest one that you all

have --

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  No, that --
wel |, do you want to handl e that, Butch?

MR. OLAN REEVES: That is a suggestion
t hat sonmeone brought to us, and we ran them off
to hand out today. That is not our suggestion.

That is sonething that -- sonebody from Union
County brought that to us. Qur suggestion is
this one.

(I'ndicating.)

MR. RANDY EVERS:. Well, shucks.

MR. OLAN REEVES: But if you like
that one, say so. |If you don't, say why
you don't and say you like this one.

MR. RANDY EVERS: Ckay. Well, gee. This
is the one we really like. (Indicating.)

MR. OLAN REEVES: Ckay. Just say so.

MR. RANDY EVERS: And |I don't know if you
all have had a chance to | ook over this one,
but --

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR W just got
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t hat today, by the way.
MR. CLAN REEVES: Yes. W have not | ooked
at the nunbers, we have not analyzed it.
MR. RANDY EVERS: Well, it was with
all these others, and | thought, "By, this is
really great, you all have really done
us a great job."™ But this is the one we really
like. (Indicating.) | was thinking about the
second gentl eman that spoke that was fromthe
Strong and Huttig area. And | thought, "Well,
boy, now, has he not seen this?" This is going
toreally work out well for what he would |ike.
In our neeting, we had a community neeting
the other night, and this really coincided with
what we would like. 1In our neeting, we
didn't -- of course, we didn't have this at the
time, | guess the consensus that we had was
that if -- if all of rural Union County was
going to be put together as a unit --
(WHEREUPON, a brief interruption.)
MR. RANDY EVERS: |If all of rural
Uni on County was going to be put together as a
unit, then we would like to be in that unit.
But it is not, if it is going to be broken up,

then we would like to renmain in the El Dorado
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area. That is what we would |ike at Parkers
Chapel .

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR: In fact,
| talked to the mayor yesterday, and that
is exactly what he would |ike, too.

MR. RANDY EVERS: W appreciate you al
com ng down, and appreciate the work that you
are doing, and appreciate this tine.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  Thank you.

MR. LARRY CRANE: If | could explain that

map?

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: (o
ahead.

MR. LARRY CRANE: | got a call
yesterday afternoon, and they -- soneone

described to nme a map that they would like to
be able to see today. | went in -- | started
it yesterday afternoon, I went in this norning
before we left at about 6:30 this norning and
built what | thought | had been told. And I

hit the print button on the conputer and it
went to print, and as best | can tell, that is
the last that wll ever be seen of that plan on
t hat conputer until | rebuild the whole thing

agai n.
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So, we don't have any nunbers to go
with it, the handout that you have is all that
we have at this point. And | apol ogize for not
havi ng any nore detail than that on a
suggestion that was brought to us yesterday.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  And by
the way, for the record, the map that the
wi tness just tal ked about, Larry Crane just
tal ked about is "Union County Suggested
Change". It is titled that at the top

MR. M KE HESTERLY: | am M ke Hesterly,
amthe Quachita County judge, and | amhere to
represent ny citizens' interest. One thing the
mayor didn't say when he was up here is, from
the tri-county area, the county that has
probably taken the |argest economc hit in the
| ast five years is Quachita County. And to
further dilute their representation is not
going to help us any. W are fighting hard to
try to get industry. To assess the House
seats, the fellow from Uni on County that was
just up here, | can understand why anybody from
Uni on County would want it that way, because
that places the predom nant representation in

Uni on County.
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The way you all have drawn House Seat
Seven now, the population is pretty well even
bet ween the counties, and a person fromeither
side of the county |ine would have an
opportunity to get elected, if he did a good
enough job of politicking. And we knowthis is
all about politics. And that would allow us a
fighting chance. And so, we are in favor of
keeping it like it is, |like the mayor said, and
whol eheartedly agai nst any plans to cut us out
a small portion and give all the representation
to Brother Ednonds down here. Even though he
is a good friend of m ne.

The Senate seat, though, | think should be
addressed one nore tinme. |In our quest for help
fromthe legislature and in our quest for help
in econom c devel opnent, and | know these are
positions and other people will feel themin
the future, Senator Ml one has been a
life-saver for us. He has gone to bat for us,
he has gotten us econom c devel opnent noney.

He seens to be how to access it.

The mayor was right, we have had a

long tradition. But just tal king about how it

is now, and | believe he has got another term
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to cut Canden out and tack it on for Union
County to get major representation and for us
to | ose, when we are the ones that need the
nost help, is not right. And we would like to
see Canden put back into District 26 and

maybe take part of Dallas County and put

it back in 25. That is very inportant to our
econom c future. Thank you.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR  John, before
you get started, if | nake take just a nonment,
alittle personal privilege here, and tell a
story that doesn't have anything to do with
redistricting, okay? It doesn't have anything
to do with redistricting, but you wll
appreciate this, is when ny dad retired from
the U S. Senate back in 1996, | told ny dad, |
said, "Dad," | said, "you know, need to go back
honme to Canden and run for sheriff in Quachita
County.” And | said, "The reason is, is
because your father was sheriff, your
grandf at her was sheriff, and your
great-grandfather were all sheriffs of Quachita
County." He said, "Mark, | would, but I
couldn't beat Ben Garner."

MR. JOHN DAWSON: To you, Honorabl e Sharon
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Priest and Honorable Mark Pryor, and your
of fice doesn't require honorable, but you are
an honorable man and | will address you as an
honorabl e man, and to the congregation here,
and especially to the nenbers from Quachita
County. | am John Dawson. | had the privil ege
of serving in the House for 20 years. | amterm
limted, probably the best thing that ever
happened to nme was termlimts.

| also renmenber a saying that Abe Lincoln
said once upon a tine, and it is true. He
said, "It is better to remain silent and
t hought a fool than to open your nouth and
remove all doubt.” And | amgoing to try to
take part of that. | would be redundant if |
say nmuch nore, because our mayor has hit the
nail on the head. Qur county judge has done a
good job and told you how we feel. And we all
feel exactly like that in Quachita County.

| do not know, | have been a little
confused about the House draft. | am
| ooki ng at one here, it says 7-2-01,
and it shows Seven, House District Seven,
as having sonme of the area north of the

Quachita River. CQuachita R ver cones right
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down t hrough Quachita County, and does a good
j ob of geographically trying to split it in
two, not popul ati on-w se.

| understand there has been a draft that |
have seen that wants to take that part of
Quachita County and put it -- stretch on down
into Union County down into this nost
sout heastern portion of Union County, which
think would be Huttig, Strong, and down through
there, Pigeon Hill, in other words. And right
now, | think that you are connected with
Bradl ey County, that part of Union County.

W woul d very, very strongly urge you not
to do that. W agree with you on just what you
have got. Please, the map I am | ooking at,
just says "House Draft"” and it has got 7-2-01.

We -- on House district, we agree with that,
and I will say this, that we would Iike, what

t he judge has said and the mayor has said, that
we would like to be in the Senate district, in
the sane district with Colunbia County, as an
exanple. It goes back years and years ago.

At one tinme, Colunbia and Quachita County
was a district itself. And we had -- we would

swap up, we would like Colunbia County have one
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term and we would have it a term And it

wor ked out real well, and we would like to keep
our relationship with Col unbia County, not that
we -- we want a good relationship with Union
County, also. But we have just got a stronger
tie through the years with Col unbia County.

And by the way, and | will say this and I
will sit down, is that the nost Honorable M ke
Kinard, in his remarks, said that we didn't
care anything about the votes in Col unbia
County, those of us that serve down there.

Well, I want to take exception to that, because
| have took grave interest in trying to get al
the votes that | could in Colunbia County, it
neant a lot to nme, | nean, it absolutely did.

If 1 had | ost Colunbia County, I

never woul d have stayed in the House, | don't
reckon. And | think that | spent -- | have
spent nore tinme -- | spent nore tine in the

courthouse in Colunbia County than | ever did
in any courthouse in Quachita County, and |
live in Canden. And those people back there
know it, that | cane down there

So, thank you so very nuch. And we

do know you have got an awful, awful job. By
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the way, in ny 20 years up there, | served four
different districts. So, | nmean, | got pushed
around everywhere, | got in that NAACP to give
the mgjority, mnority, | got involved in that,
and they took half of Canden away fromne. So,
| have experienced all of that, and I hope
this time that we get sonething that we
can all -- we are not all going to be
happy about it, but naybe we will end up being
satisfied. Thank you so nuch.

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN:  And you did tel
the truth, you spent nore tine in Magnolia than
you did here.

MR. LANE JEA: Attorney General Pryor,
Secretary Priest, Butch, M. Reeves, how
are you doing? M nane is Lane Jea, and | am
t he mayor of Magnolia. And | just want to
cl ose off what the people of Colunbia County
have said. W do have a bipartisan support of
t he proposal especially on the House of
Representatives. And we have been split up in
the early "90s to five districts, and then
after '92, we were four districts. Qur |argest
popul ation in any district was 33 percent.

You cannot win an election with 33 percent
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in your county. And we just want to continue
to support this plan. W would like to do sone
fine tweaking with the El ection Conm ssion, but
we want to applaud you, and it bipartisan,
we -- the Republican Committee and the
Denocratic endorse this. W are happy, and we
appreci ate the work you have done. Thank you.
VMR, BOBBY EDMONDS: | really hadn't

pl anned to do this, but since ny friends north
of here like us alittle bit and

they don't |ike us other places | think
amforced to have sonething to say about this.
VWhat it seens to ne we are trying to do is to
take the county with the | arger popul ati on,
which is Union County, and try not to fragnment
it into so many pieces. And we have asked

that -- the District Seven people that |ike us
on the House side don't |ike us on the Senate
side, we would kind of like to nove that down
and stop this fragnmentation of the county.

And that is all we are asking for

Now, it just so happens that the

nunbers are shifted by doing that. But here we
have got the largest county in South Arkansas

with fragnmentation into three pieces, and that
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is what bothers us. We still l|ike our friends
north of the border up there.

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST:

Bobby Ednonds.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR  Bobby
Ednonds.

MR. BOBBY EDMONDS: GCh, ny nane is
Bobby Ednonds, | amthe Union County Judge.

MR. CLAN REEVES: Thank you for com ng.

Mar k?

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR Wl |, again,
we want to thank you for being here today. And
Sharon, would you |like to make a few conments?

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST: Just a
coupl e of coments and nmaybe some observati ons.

First of all, if you have any suggesti ons when
you | eave here or any thoughts or ideas that
you didn't have an opportunity or didn't want
to express today, please get themto us as soon
as possible, because we are wanting to nove
fairly quickly. W would |like to have the plan
filed by sonetinme around Labor Day, so, that
gi ves us about a nonth. So, we are going to be
working on it, and if we don't hear you from

once that plan is filed, folks, that is it.
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So, we need to hear fromyou quickly.
Second thing, we have heard a | ot

about the census and what it does to
representation. But | want you to know that we
had a good census in Arkansas. It was good to
have al nost 14 percent growh, because it neant
a whole lot in terns of turn-back funds for our
counties and our cities in the state. So,
there were -- it is good to have growth. In
fact, the anticipated -- the amount of growth
over what was anticipated was 173, 400 peopl e.
Just that al one equates to about $12 mllion
over the ten-year period based on the nunbers
that | had used early last year. So, it was a
good thing for Arkansas.

And | think Butch nmentioned to you

t he chal | enges we had in South Arkansas
with the loss in population. Just so you wll
know, fromthe ideal district, the ideal Senate
district ten years ago to the ideal Senate
district this time, we had to add about 9, 300
people. So, you can see the chall enge
geographically when you are trying to do that.

On the House side, it was about 3,200 people.

So, that did present sonme chal |l enges.
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And the other thing that I know soneti nes

we didn't hear it here as nuch -- or we didn't
hear it here at all, actually, you know, "Wy
can't you just draw nmy county the way -- | have

enough popul ation in my county be ny own
district.” Well, unfortunately, we can't draw
districts in isolation. And what we do here
has a ripple effect statew de, actually.

So, please know that we are trying
our best to please everybody in this process.
We are, you know -- we will do everything
we can to please as many as i s humanly
possible. And we will take these suggestions,
we will go back, we will see how the nunbers
work, and see if we can't help you out in sone
of the areas that you have suggested. Thank
you. Yes?

MR. JOHN DAWSON: Can | ask one question
right quick?

MR. OLAN REEVES: Yes.

MR. JOHN DAWSON: This is the question.
Has not the U S. Supreme Court ruled that you
do not have to have contiguity, it does not
have to be conti guous?

MR. LARRY CRANE: No, that is not correct.
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MR. JOHN DAWSON: That is not correct?

MR. LARRY CRANE: You have to have
contiguity. You have to have contiguity.

MR. JOHAN DAWSON: In this. How about,
what the Congress did, did they not, over
in North Carolina, in that district that they
went over there, said that it did not have
to be contiguous?

MR. LARRY CRANE: No. It is al
connected. Even in that North Carolina
district, it was mcroscopically thin,
but there was a line there that touched every
bit of it.

MR. JOHN DAWSON: Ckay. Thank you.

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST:
And just, finally, again, thank you for taking
time out of your busy schedules to participate
today. It is a very, very inportant part of
our ability to get things done to suit the
people of the state. And that is ultimtely
our goal. Thank you.

MR. JOHN DAWSON: Thank you.

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN: | just have one point,
as just a matter of personal privilege. And to

nmy good friend John Dawson, | wanted to be sure

PETRE' S STENOGRAPH SERVI CE
(501) 834-2352




© 00 N o o A~ w N P

oo o o0 F F F B F F F F F F
aa A W N P O © 00 N o 0o M W N+, O

65

and know that | voted for himat |east once in
every
el ection.
ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Thank
you. We are adjourned. Thank you.
(WHEREUPON, at 3:50 p.m, the taking
of the above-entitled proceedi ng was

concl uded.)
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